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FY2022-25 a2 Pilot Awardee Demographics

GY4 Change: 
Cohort 4 is composed of significantly more academic than nonacademic 
awardees compared to previous cohorts. 
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FY2022-25 a2 Awards: Most Common Categories
*Multiple answers allowed

Types of AI Types of Technology Areas of Need
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FY2022-25 a2 Awards: CLINICAL & BEHAVIORAL DOMAINS

Proportion of Awards:
23.0% 7.9% 41.3% 27.8%
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FY2022-25 a2 Awards: TECHNOLOGY STAGE
Proportion of Awards:

10.3% 53.2% 29.4% 7.1%



Challenge: Startups New to NIH Funding Process

• Scientifically rigorous study design

• NIH application requirements 
 (e.g., biosketch, budget, review)

• Human Subjects and IRB review



Incorporating Industry Perspective

• Industry reviewers
“There have been multiple attempts out of university-based laboratories (and 
in industry) in the past 20 years to achieve this same technology in commercial 
form. None have been commercially viable to date—so what would be most 
helpful is to see what is unique here that would overcome the barriers to entry 
and sustainability that these efforts have faced.” 

“Recommend defining value inflection points in the business model that might 
allow for the right work to be done at the right time to attract investors 

(including SBIR funding!). The technology is only one piece.”

• Mentorship opportunities

• External Advisory Panel



Hold the Dates: 2026 a2 National Symposium

www.a2collective.ai
Questions? support@a2collective.ai
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