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T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F C H I C A G O

Whether older adults reside in their long-term communities or move 

to other locations, the characteristics of the places within which they 

experience the aging process likely have profound consequences for 

their abilities to adapt to changes such as bereavement, retirement, 

the development of chronic health conditions or functional 

impairments, as well as to recover from illness and maintain 

independent community residence (Cagney & York Cornwell, 2018)

Overview

Steering Committee for Workshop on the Future Directions for the 

Demography of Aging (NIA)
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Mark Hayward & Malay Majmundar, eds
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ÅA physical space
ÅMunicipal designation (e.g., city, county, state)

ÅResidential location

ÅHousehold

ÅA social space
ÅPublic/private

Å Indoor/outdoor

Å Institutional context

ÅNested and overlapping environments

What is Place?
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Å Individual level

ÅAging in place

ÅEmbeddedness (network ties, homeownership)

ÅContextual level

ÅAge structure 

ÅBuilt and social environment

ÅSegregation by place (e.g., race, class, age)

ÅMobility and micro/macro influences (Bean et al., 

1994)

ÅPush/pull and dynamic nature of residential 

environment

Place and Aging
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Å Median age for adults in rural 

areas 51, as compared to 45 in 

urban

Å By 2040, 25% of rural 

households will be 65 or older 

as compared to 20% of urban

Å 2020-2030, rural population 

growth predicted 1%; urban 

population growth 8%
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Percent of Population Over 65, by Type of Place

Metropolitan Micropolitan Small Town Rural

Note: Metropolitan (50,000 or more); Micropolitan (at least 10,000 but fewer than 50,000), Small 

Town (at least 2,500 but fewer than 10,000), Rural (all other).
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Chicago and its 77 Community Areas

Population Composition for those 65+
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Ex:  A Sociological Approach to 
Understanding the Impact of Place

ÅPeople in and across place, in real time

ÅLimitations in characterization of space (breadth and 

depth)

ïCircumference of turf

ïMicro-environment 

ÅCan new methods provide insight into what place is, 

how it is perceived, how it matters for health and, 

potentially, how it might be modified for an aging 

population? 

ÅDo lives constrict as we age?  
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